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March 24,2010 

Thomasenia Duncan, Esquire 
General Counsel 
Federal Election Conunission 
999 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

Re: Alan Onyson and Conunittee to Elect Alan Grayson 

Dear Ms. Duncan: 

Punuant to 2 USC § 437g(aX 1) and 11 CFR § 111.4, please aocqit tfais letter as a 
O Complaim against Alan Grayson (Giayson) and the Cominittee to Elect Alan Gn 
O C'̂ Commitlee'O fiv operating in violation ofthe Fedend Election Campaign Act of 
^ 1971, as amended (the ** Act")> and Fedeni Election Commission CFEC* or 
^ ''Commission") regulations, and more afpecifically, fat violation of tfae disclaimer 
O requirements for Federal candidates soliciting funds fiir non-federal candidates as set 
^ finth by tfae Cammission in AO 2003-03. 

I. Facts 

The Committee to Elect Alan Grayson is the authorized principal campaign cominittee 
for Alan Grayson, llie Committee filed an FEC Fonn 1 Statement of QiganizatiQn on 
April 1,2009, fig tfae 2010 general election fiwr the U.S. House of Representatives fig 
Florida's 8̂  Congressional District, and filed amended venions of that FEC Fonn 1 
Statement ofOcganization on April 29,2009, and July 15,2009. Alan Grayson filed his 
FEC Fonn 2 Statement of Candkhwy on Febraaiy 13,2009, and, aco^ 
website, inexplicsbly re-filed his FEC Fonn 2 Staiement of Candidacy on Februaiy 19, 
2009, and July IS, 2009. 

On Sundî , March 21,2010, an invitalion that included a fimdraisuig solidtation was 
sent out by the Committee. The invitation was fiv an event benefiting Scott Maddox, a 
candidate fat Florida Commissioner of Agriculture & Consumer Services. The invitation 
eiqimsly solidted contiibutions fiom corporate entities, slating 
lunited to $500 per person or coiporBte entity. The maximum contributian fixr an 
individual, corporBtion, PAC or trust is $500 fixr tiie prunaiy and $500 fixr the general 
($1,000 fixrtfae entire cycle)." The discldmer at tiie end oftiie iiivitation reads "Political 
advertisement paid fiir and â iproved by Scott Maddox, Democrat, fi>r Florida 
Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The purdiase of a ticket fiir, or 
coniribution to, the campaign fimdiaiser is a contribution to tfae canipdgn of Scott 
Maddox. Contributions to the Scott Maddox Canqiaign are not deductible fiv Federal 
mcome tax purposes." SeeAttadmentl. 
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A Fedeid candidate or an individud holdiqg Federd ofiice may solidt, recdve, duect or 
transfer fiinds m connection wifh any non-federd election, but ody m amounts and tom 
sources that are consistent witfi State law and tfaat do not exceed tfae Act's contribution 
lunits or come fiom prohibhed sources under tfae act. 2 USC § 441i(eXl); 11 CFR §§ 
300.62,300.60. 

CoiporBtions are a prohibited souroe under the AcL 11 CFR § 114.2(a). 

In AO 2003-03, the Conunission stated that when a Federd candidate asks fi>r "fiinds in 
connection with a non-Federal election in a State that pennits donations that would not be 

oo lawfiil if in oonnectkm witfi a Federal election [tfae Federd candidate] must expressly qudify 
<H or limit his or her request so that it is clear that he or she is asking only for fonds that comply 
O widi tfie Act's amount limitatkms and souroe prohibitions." AO 2003-03, citing 2 U.S.C. § 
^ 441i(eXlXB): 11 CFR § 300.62. 
^ After directing candidates to expressly qualify the lunits of the request, the Commission went 
^ so fiir as to suggest language ibr such a dischumer 

lamaskingforadomMonefiiptoSIOOOpereleeikmJhmanî  
awn fimds [orvpto $5,000par electionfiom a mM-camiidate political 
committee or a politick party committee]. I am noi askingfvrfimdsfrom 
corporations, labor organizations or minors. 
AO 2003-03. 

The Commission addressed situations wfaere Federd candidate involvement with pre-event 
publications and invitations wouM require a discldmer. ""If the covered person has 
approved, autfiorizBd, or agreed or consented to the use of his or faer iiame or likeness in 
publicity, and that publicity contains a solichation fixr donatuxis, there must be an express 
statement in that publidty to Ifanit tlie solidtation to fiinds that comply with the amount 
lunitations and souroe prohibitions of tfie Act" AO 2003-03, citing 2 U.S.C. § 44]i(eXl)(B); 
11 CFR §300.62. 

To solicit "means to ask, request, or recominend, explicitiy or fanpliddy, that anotfwr person 
make a contribution, domdon, transfer of fimds, or odierwise provkleaiî  A 
solicitation is an ord or written comnmdeation that, construed as reasonably understood in 
tfae context in which it is made, contams a clear message asking, requesting, or 
recommending that another person make a contributkms, donation, transfer of funds, or 
otiierwise provide anytfiing of value." 11 CFR§300.2(m). 

m. Lead Andvsis 

First, tfie invitation distributed by tfae Committee is a solidtation vUcfa solicits fimds 
pnxhibitedbytfieAGt Tfae invitation is fixr "a FUndraidngRecqxtion Benefiting Scott 
Maddox Candidate fiv norida Conunisdoner of Agricultm ft Consun^ The 
invltarimi fianninmttmig tlwt invkBea maVa a *̂ nf̂ gmaAfA rWrihntinn" nf $500, TfalS 

Gommunicatkm couU ody be reasonaUy undenlDod to be a request tfae Committee 



tfiat an invitee make a contribution to Scott Maddox. As sucfa, tfae invitation meets tfae 
defimtion of a solidtation under FEC regdatuxns. 

Fuitfaermore, tfae uivitBtion goes on to explidtiy state tfiat "[c]ontributkin8 are limited to 
$500 per person or corporate entity. Tfae maximum contributkm fiv an individual, 
corporation, PAC or trust is $500 fiv the priimny and $500 fiv tfae generd ($1,000 fiv tfae 
entire cycle)." The Act sbictiy prohibits Federal candidates fiom solicitiiiig oontributions 
fiom corporate entities. This soUdtalion is fiv contributions tfaat are prduUted from 
contributing under tfae Act 

^ Second, Grayson Iiot ody consemed to be featured d tfae event, tfae invitstion was 
00 distribined by the Commitiee and approved by Grqrson. The invitation fiv tfae event 
HI stales "Please Join...Congressman Alan GnQTson." The uivitBlion was sent finom 
P "Congressman Alan Grayson" using tfae email address of 
O "alanBravson@gravsonfixrconiaess.com." The email diadaimer states tfaat tfae "Pditicd 
^ AdivtstiaiCBnKsAVMfnBSidAppivvedfy 
^ Fkvida District 8." (Emphads added) 
O 
<H This soUcitation cleariy meets tfae two part test fiv publidty, as set out by tfae FEC in AO 

2003-03. Suioe it satires the test, tfae solicitation shodd contam "an express statemem 
in thd publicity to limit the solicitatian to fimds that comply witfi tfae amoum liimtatioiis 
and souroe profaibitians of tfie AcL" While tflie invitation very hdpfully lets invitees 
kiiow tfart Grayson will attend providing lie faas im votes scheduled in D.C., it absd 
ladfs aî  sort of statemem witfi lespert to solidtiiig ody federd funds. In fi»t, instead 
ftf Higelaitnitig tha fact that iWayatm emnnt and i» nnit anlieitif^ pmhihiied fimHa, the 

invitation goes as fiv as soliciting prohibited corporate contributions. 

Grayson and the Comnuttee faave willfiiUy disregarded Federd law by fidl^ 
the qipiopciate statements on an invitation fiv a non-fiderd candidate, wfaidi clearly 
meets tfae HajfimtinM of a solidtation as set fixrtfi in FEC regulations and solicits profaibited 
fimds. Soliciting prohibited contributions an befaalf of a non-fedeid candidate and 
feilure to indude a disdaimer on a solicitatian fiv a non-federd candidate are violations 
of 2 U.S.C. § 441i(eXl)«l 11 CFR §§ 300.62,300.60. 

IV. OwlWP 

Upon information and belief, and based upon tfie fasts relayed herdn, Alan Grayson aid 
tfae Committee to Elect Alan Grayson have violated tfie Federd Election Campdgn Act 
of 1971, as amended, and Federal Election Commiiwion Regulations as described faereni. 
Aocordingly, we reqiectfiiUy request tfart tfae Commisdon condum an uiniiediate 
investigation into tfae violations outlined above and inipose tfae maxinnnn penahy u^ 
law. 

Ifae fioiiegonig is ootrert and accurate to tfie bert of my knowledge, uifinmato 
belief. 



Respectfdly submitted. 

Cdebration,FL 34747 

Swom to aid subscribed befiire me Hm'̂ dayof UlAtck.2010. 
O 
GD 

P NotaiyPublic 
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^ My Conmiisdon Expires: ijlllj^Uf 

O 1 • 1." 
MiqrPMie.SMiofFlofMi 

iJHi i .nMi 
i#0DIB1Slf 



0> 

O 

o 

p 

Attachment 1 



CP 

O 
P 

O 

If you are unable to attend the reoeptkm bm iwodd lihe to help Sixitt's fi^ 
(boBEOHnian Adam Putnam aid the Raptddiean oorniptkxn, pleâ  

http;//iyww.MottmflddoK̂  • 

To contribute online, pleaae go to: www.scottnmddox.com/csQntributfi/ 

To RSVPy pleaseoontact Ifae campdgn at 
jodi@scQttniaddQx.com or call (850} 222-6050 

AM ftr and Approval by iUan Grayson, Oenioaat fin-U.S. OongresB, 

http;//www»graY5QnferCTnqres5.cpm 
Unsubaoibe 

FloridB DMrfcta 


